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introduction
what is 40acts?
40acts is a generosity challenge, which invites people to do Lent a bit differently.
During the forty days of Lent (Sundays aren’t counted), 40acts participants will be invited to take part in forty
simple acts of generosity that will challenge them to ‘do Lent generously’ in 2015.
Lent marks a pivotal point in the history of the church, when Jesus prepared to give himself up as a sacrifice.
Traditionally we mark Lent by giving something up, but what if it could be more than that? What if Lent was a
preparation for a lifetime of big-heartedness? Small acts of generosity, performed by thousands of people
across the UK and beyond, have the power to make a big change to our communities, to our churches and,
ultimately, to our world.
This resource pack is full of simple, creative ideas to help make Lent more meaningful for the whole family,
but particularly aimed at children aged 5-11 (though there are some ideas for older ones too). At the heart of
the Easter message is God’s amazing generosity. Why not share that generosity and take up the 40acts
challenge with both daily and weekly activities?

how to use this resource
Times of quiet reflection are mixed in with practical generous acts that can be done by even the youngest
family members. You don’t have to do all the actions; you could choose to do a few – like having a ‘generosity
jar’ or picking something to do at the weekend.
These quick-fire Bible-based sessions look at some of the generous acts of Jesus. There are seven sessions and
seven actions for the seven weeks of Lent.
At the end of this resource, you’ll also find some useful recipes, a craft idea and a kids’ wall chart.
Once you have started, let us know how you are doing. You can upload your photos to Twitter or
Facebook using the hashtag #40acts.
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week one: generous on purpose
read
John 2:1–11 (NIV)

On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, and Jesus and his disciples
had also been invited to the wedding.
When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”
“Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.”
His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”
Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty
to thirty gallons.
Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim.
Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.”
They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realise
where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom
aside and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had
too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.”
What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed his glory; and his
disciples believed in him.

thinking time
We often have special food and drink at big celebrations. How would you feel if the birthday cake ran out at
your birthday party before some of your friends had a slice?
The groom would have been embarrassed when the drink ran out at the wedding, and the guests would have
been pretty fed up, so Mary asked Jesus to help. Jesus asked the servants to fill the nearby jars with water – it
was roughly the amount of water that the average person uses in one day!
These large jars were normally filled with water for bathing, but when the guests tasted what was inside the
jars, they found that Jesus had performed an amazing miracle and turned the water into wine. And not just
cheap wine but the very best!
Jesus was very generous and not only gave them lots more wine to drink but made it extra special. How do you
think the groom would have felt?
What is the most generous thing someone else has done for you? How did it make you feel?
It’s a good thing to help out when we are asked to, but even more generous to go above and beyond what we
have been asked to do – doing our very best.
How could you be ‘generous on purpose’, and go above and beyond when you are asked to help out this
week?
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prayer
Heavenly Father,
Thank you that you are a generous God and that you give us so many good things. We are sorry that we are
not always generous with others. Please help us this week to be kind, to do our very best, and to be generous
when we are helping others.
Amen.

extra activities
In the Bible story, only the servants realised that Jesus had provided the excellent wine; the guests didn’t realise
where this amazing gift had come from.
It can be easy to forget that all the good things we have are from God, and we often forget to thank him for
being so generous to us.
Stick a large piece of paper on the fridge, or somewhere where everyone can see and reach it. Write the
numbers 1–40 on the sheet, and ask everyone in the family to take turns during the week writing down a few
things they are thankful for every day. Aim to have the sheet filled by the end of the week. Try not to list the
same thing twice!
If older children have access to cameras or camera phones they may like to take pictures of 40 things they’re
thankful for during the week and make a montage with them.
Next, put aside a generosity jar. This could be an actual jar or a combination of a jar and an online family
giving account (see http://www.stewardship.org.uk/giving/family-account).
Ask everyone in the family to commit to adding a set amount to the jar each week. The contents of the jar will
be used to bless others during 40acts.

share: share your experiences with us and the 40acts community! Post a photo of your generosity jar on
Twitter or Facebook using the hashtag #40acts.
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week two: generous with our actions
read
John 13:1–5; 12–17 (NIV)

It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world and go
to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.
The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to
betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from
God and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel
around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them
with the towel that was wrapped around him …
When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you understand
what I have done for you?” he asked them. “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I
am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I
have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater
than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you
will be blessed if you do them.

thinking time
If you knew you were going to be moving next week and leaving behind people you love, what would you do
before you go?
Jesus knew that his time on earth was coming to an end and that this was the last time he would be with all
the disciples. To show them how much he loved them and to teach them something very important, Jesus did
something amazing: he washed his disciples' feet.
What job do you least like doing? What job do you think would be the most unpleasant to do in your school?
Foot washing was like that – it was a job carried out by servants. In Jesus' day people got around by walking or
riding along very dusty roads, so their feet were filthy! But rather than doing only exciting or important tasks,
even though he would soon be at his Father's side in Heaven, Jesus showed humility by doing the thing that no
one else wanted to do: he washed everyone’s feet. He even washed the feet of Judas, who he knew would
betray him (v11)!
It's not hard to do something we enjoy for someone who is always nice to us. But doing something we don't
enjoy for someone we don’t like or who has let us down – that's being generous with our actions!
What job could you do this week that no one else wants to do – even if it’s a job you don’t enjoy? Can you
even think of a job you could do for someone who you don't find easy to get along with?
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prayer
Dear God,
Thank you that Jesus was willing to show his love through serving other people, even when it hurt. Help us this
week to be willing to do unpopular or unexciting jobs to show others that we love them. Help us be generous in
the way we act towards others.
Amen.

extra activities
People around us do unpleasant or unexciting jobs every day to help us, and we often don't notice or think to
say thank you. This week, make a thank you card or send a thank you email to someone who does an
unnoticed job in church, school or work − maybe the person who does the cleaning or sets up. Or perhaps you
could send one to your parents or other family members in appreciation of all the jobs they do for you every
day.
If you want to thank you someone you know, why not try filming a message for them on a phone or camera.
Say how much you appreciate them and then email it to them.

share: share your thank you story on Facebook and Twitter using the hashtag #40acts or connect with us
@40acts.
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week three: generous with possessions
read
John 6:5–13 (NIV)

When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy
bread for these people to eat?” He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going
to do.
Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for each one to have
a bite!”
Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves
and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?”
Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and they sat down (about five
thousand men were there). Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated
as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish.
When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing
be wasted.” So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over
by those who had eaten.

thinking time
Imagine that you're with your friends or work colleagues and everyone is hungry, but you are the only person
who has brought a packed lunch. Your own lunch is especially nice today and you’ve been looking forward to
it. What would you do?
This is similar to what happened to one little boy when he went to hear Jesus speak. There were a huge crowd
of people there and they were all hungry. Jesus asked his disciple Philip where they could get food for the
people, but Philip didn’t know what to do. Some of the other disciples brought the small boy to Jesus and he
handed his lunch. He had no idea if he would be getting any of it back or if he would go hungry himself!
Jesus provided food for five thousand people from that small packed lunch. When we give what we have to
God, he can take it and bless it and make it more useful than we could possibly imagine. Something small can
become something really big in God's hands. Think about the things that you have: safe places to live, food,
toys and possessions. How could you let God use them to help other people?
The little boy was willing to give what he had to Jesus. What is your favourite possession? Would you be willing
to give it to help others if Jesus asked you to?
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prayer
Dear God,
Thank you that you provide for all our needs. Thank you that we can trust you to turn the small things we give
you into something big that can make a huge difference. Help us to be generous with everything we have, just
as you are so generous in giving us these things.
Amen.

extra activities
This week we are going to bake a Herman the German Friendship cake. It will start off being small, but in 10
days’ time will end up big enough for a lot of people to eat! As you follow the instructions during the week,
think about the amazing miracle Jesus performed with the two small fish and five small loaves.

Ingredients
•
•
•
•
•

150g plain flour
225g caster sugar
7g (2-3 tsp.) active dry yeast
240ml warm milk
60ml warm water

Instructions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Dissolve the yeast in warm water for 10 minutes, then stir.
Add the flour and sugar, then mix thoroughly.
Slowly stir in the warm milk.
Cover the bowl with a clean cloth.
Leave in a cool, dry place for 24 hours.
Now proceed from day one of the ten-day cycle.

This is a sourdough cake which is supposed to sit on your worktop for 10 days without a lid on.
You cannot put it in the fridge or it will die, and if it stops bubbling it’s dead.

Ten-day cycle
Day 1: Put the mixture in a large bowl and cover loosely with a tea towel.
Day 2: Stir well.
Day 3: Stir well.
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Day 4: Herman is hungry. Add 150g of plain flour, 225g of sugar and 240ml of milk. Stir well.
Day 5: Stir well.
Day 6: Stir well.
Day 7: Stir well.
Day 8: Stir well.
Day 9: Add the same as day 4 and stir well. Divide into four equal portions and give away to
friends with a copy of these instructions. Keep the fourth portion.
Day 10: Now you are ready to make the cake. Stir well and add the following:

Ingredients
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

225g sugar
300g plain flour
½ tsp. salt
160ml cooking oil
2 eggs
2 tsp. vanilla essence
2 cooking apples cut into chunks
200g raisins
2 heaped tsp. cinnamon
2 heaped tsp. baking powder

Optional
•
•

50g brown sugar
55g melted butter

Mix everything together and put into a large greased baking tin. Sprinkle with 50g brown sugar and 55g
melted butter. Bake for 45 minutes at 170−180C. Test the middle with a clean knife; you may need to cover in
tin foil and bake for a further 20 minutes to make sure your Herman cake is cooked properly in the middle.
For more information on Herman cakes visit www.hermanthegermanfriendshipcake.com.

share: show us the picture of your final cake on Twitter or Facebook using the hashtag #40acts.

/40acts

@40acts

Brought to you by:

8

week four: generous with words
read
Mark 4:35–39 (NIV)

That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.” Leaving the crowd
behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. A furious squall
came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. Jesus was in the stern, sleeping
on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?”
He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was
completely calm.

thinking time
Have you ever been really frightened? What did you do?
The disciples in this week’s Bible story felt really frightened too; they were on a boat in the middle of a lake
when a huge storm started. Some of the disciples were professional fishermen, and the wind was so bad that
they were frightened they were going to drown. Jesus was asleep so they woke him up – they wanted him to
help.
What did Jesus do?
Just by saying a few words, Jesus was able to stop the wind and the enormous waves. His words were very
powerful, bringing peace instead of chaos.
While we can’t affect nature with our words, what we say can have a big impact on other people. Why are the
words we speak to others so important? In what way could being generous with our words make a difference
to people. How might we affect people by saying unkind or ungenerous things?
When the disciples were afraid, they talked to Jesus and asked him to help. What things could you ask God to
help you with this week?

prayer
Heavenly Father,
Thank you that you have power and authority and that you are in control of everything. Thank you that you
care for us. Help us to talk to you and ask for help when we are frightened. Help us this week to only say
things that are helpful, kind, and generous to others.
Amen.
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extra activities
God cares for us and loves it when we talk to him. Your challenge this week is for every family member to talk
to God each day. We’re going to do this using the word ‘STOP’.
S = Sorry: say sorry for the wrong things we’ve done
T = Thanks: thank God for his generosity in all the things he has given us
O = Others: pray for others
P = Please: ask God for help
Write the word ‘STOP’ on a stone, or make it out of fridge magnets, Lego or plasticine. Be as creative as you
like! Then put it in the middle of the table so everyone can see it when you eat. Use it to remind you to pray to
God each day.
Next week, use five minutes of your session together to feed back on how this week went and to pray together.

share: why not take a photo of your ‘STOP’ creation and share it using the hashtag #40acts.
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week five: generous with our hearts
read
John 4:46–53 (NIV)

Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water into wine. And there was a certain royal
official whose son lay sick at Capernaum. When this man heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea,
he went to him and begged him to come and heal his son, who was close to death.
“Unless you people see signs and wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will never believe.”
The royal official said, “Sir, come down before my child dies.”
“Go,” Jesus replied, “your son will live.” The man took Jesus at his word and departed. While he was still on
the way, his servants met him with the news that his boy was living. When he inquired as to the time when his
son got better, they said to him, “Yesterday, at one in the afternoon, the fever left him.”
Then the father realized that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” So he
and his whole household believed.

thinking time
Who do you ask when you need help? Do different people help you with different things? The royal official in
the Bible story had a huge problem; his son was very ill and was about to die. He knew that Jesus could help,
so he took the risk of leaving his son to go and find Jesus and beg him to help.
Jesus doesn’t always do things the way we think he should. The man wanted Jesus to go home with him and
make his son well, but that would have taken longer and Jesus simply told him that the boy would live. Jesus’
words are powerful. On the way home the man received news that his son was well. Jesus had performed a
miracle, saving someone he had never met!
Why did Jesus do this?
Jesus didn’t just love his friends and family; he loved everyone, and he gave help to those who asked him.
Who do you think you could help this week? What kind of things can you do to show love to people you have
never met?

prayer
Dear God,
Thank you that Jesus loves us. Thank you that you are in control and that you have the power to help people.
Help us this week to be generous and show your love to others – even those we do not know.
Amen.
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extra activities
Take five minutes to tell each other how last week’s activity went and finish by praying together.
This week, help someone you don’t know by surprising them. Perhaps you could offer to carry someone’s
shopping to their car or hold a door open for people five times each day. You could give a small thank you gift
to the bus driver or leave something for the postman. Or why not write to a missionary from your church and
use your generosity jar to buy them a treat like a bar of chocolate?

share: take a photo of your family’s helpful hands all together and post them on Facebook and Twitter
using the hashtag #40acts.
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week six: generous with our faith
read
Luke 19:1–10 (NIV)

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief
tax collector and was wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see
over the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that
way.
When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must
stay at your house today.” So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly.
All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.”
But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the
poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.”
Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For
the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

thinking time
Have you ever had a big surprise? What was it?
There were two big surprises in today’s Bible story. The first one was for Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus was a very
unpopular person. He was a tax collector but he took more money than from people than they needed to pay
and kept it for himself! Of all the people who gathered to see Jesus that day, nobody thought he would want to
bother with Zacchaeus.
But Jesus singled Zacchaeus out from the crowd and asked if he could visit his home. Why do you think he did
that?
Zacchaeus would have been surprised that Jesus knew his name and wanted to spend time with him. The
crowd were certainly surprised that Jesus cared about the person that no one liked. And another surprise was
what Zacchaeus did next. In response to Jesus caring for him, Zacchaeus decided to follow Jesus and gave
away a lot of his money! Why do you think he did that?
Is there someone you could befriend who isn’t very popular or seems lonely?
Being a follower of Jesus causes us to live differently. What kind of things could you do this week to show that
you love Jesus?
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prayer
Dear God,
Thank you that you are loving and forgiving. Help us to love people in the same way as you have loved us.
Help us do generous things for others because we love you.
Amen.

extra activities
Sharing our faith is a really important part of following Jesus. This week, talk about your favourite Bible verses
as a family. Try to learn them, and then find a creative way to share them.
If you’re young, try writing out a verse, sticking it to a small Easter egg and giving it away to someone. You
could even leave it on the doorstep of someone you know as a surprise!
If you’re a teenager, post your verse on social media. Or why not try to memorise a short passage from the
Bible and film yourself reciting it? If you’re feeling really creative, try and set the verse to music!

share: share your verses and photos of your creative ideas on Twitter or Facebook using the hashtag
#40acts.
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week seven: generous with forgiveness
read
Luke 23:32–43 (NIV)

Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. When they came to the place called
the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. Jesus said,
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting
lots.
The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; let him save
himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.”
The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and said, “If you are the king of
the Jews, save yourself.”
There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. One of the criminals who
hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other criminal
rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? We are punished justly,
for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus,
remember me when you come into your kingdom.” Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be
with me in paradise.”

thinking time
Can you remember a time when you’ve thought “That’s not fair”? What happened?
Nothing in today’s story from the Bible is fair. Jesus was put on a cross to die for sins he didn’t commit. Rulers
sneered at him, soldiers mocked him, and even one of the criminals next to him made fun of him!
We have seen over the past few weeks that Jesus is powerful and in control of everything, but rather than
choosing to save himself, he asked God to forgive the people who were hurting him.
What is forgiveness?
Because Jesus died he made it possible for us to ask for our sins to be forgiven, so that we can be friends with
God.
Are there any things for which you need to ask God and other people for forgiveness?
Forgiving other people is a hard thing to do, but on the cross Jesus was demonstrating the kind of love he had
told his followers they should show to others (Luke 6:35). Just as God has forgiven us our sins, so we need to
forgive other people.
Is there anyone you need to forgive? Take time to pray together that God will help you to forgive and love
other people.
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prayer
Heavenly Father,
Thank you that Jesus died for us so that we could be forgiven and be friends with you. Help us to remember to
say sorry to you and to other people when we sin. Help us to be generous and to forgive other people when
they hurt us, and love them in the way that you have loved us.
Amen.

extra activities
This week, take time to thank God for his amazing gift of forgiveness.
Empty out all of your copper change from your pockets, bags, and wallets. Create a cross shape in the middle
of the table with the change. You could quietly say sorry to God for things you have done wrong as you put
down each coin.
After you have used all your coppers to make the cross, thank Jesus for paying the price for our sins through
his death on the cross. Thank him for forgiving us and pray that God will help you to forgive each other when
you hurt one another.

share: share your cross pictures on Twitter or Facebook using the hashtag #40acts.
You could now add the coins to your generosity jar!

what happens next
Remember that Jesus’ death is not the end of the story. On Easter Sunday take time to read the story of the
resurrection (Luke 24) together as a family and then pray together. Thank God for what you have learnt during
the past few weeks.
Now is the time to be generous with your generosity jar! Decide together what you will do with the money. You
could buy a special gift for someone you want to thank or for someone who is having a difficult time. Or
perhaps you could send the money to a charity or missionary to help them in their work.
If you have particularly enjoyed doing the activities together during 40acts, why not discuss how you could
make them part of your regular family life and go on living generously together?
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recipe – Easter story cookies
Make these cookies on Easter Saturday night.

Ingredients
•
•
•
•
•

80g whole pecans or any other nut
3 egg whites
200g sugar
1 tsp vinegar
Pinch of salt

Instructions
1. Preheat the oven to 150°C. Place the nuts in a sealable bag and let children crush them with the wooden
spoon to break them into small pieces.
Explain that after Jesus was arrested he was beaten by the Roman soldiers.
Read John 19:1–3.
2. Let each child smell the vinegar. Put 1 tsp vinegar into the mixing bowl.
Explain that when Jesus was thirsty on the cross he was given vinegar to drink.
Read John 19:28–30.
3. Add the egg whites to the vinegar.
Explain that eggs represent life and that Jesus gave his own life to give us life.
Read John 10:10–11.
4. Sprinkle a little salt into each child's hand. Let them taste it and brush the rest into the bowl.
Explain that this represents the salty tears shed by Jesus' followers and the bitterness of our own sin.
Read Luke 23:27.
So far the ingredients are not very appetising.
5. Add the sugar to the mixing bowl.
Explain that the sweetest part of the story is that Jesus died because he loves us. He wants us to know and
belong to him.
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Read Psalm 34:8 and John 3:16.
6. Beat the ingredients together with a mixer on high speed for 12–15 minutes until stiff peaks are formed.
Explain that the white colour represents how we are completely clean and pure in God's eyes when we have
asked Jesus to forgive our sins.
Read Psalm 32:1-2.
7. Fold in the broken nuts. Drop the mixture by teaspoons onto the baking parchment.
Explain that each mound represents the rocky tomb where Jesus' body was laid.
Read Matthew 27:57–60.
8. Put the sheet of cookies in the oven, close the door and turn the oven OFF (they will cook slowly with the
heat that remains in the over). Give each child a piece of tape and seal the oven door.
Explain that Jesus' tomb was sealed.
Read Matthew 27:65–66.
9. Go to bed!
Explain that they may feel sad to leave the cookies in the oven overnight. Jesus' followers were in despair when
the tomb was sealed.
Read John 16:20, 22.
On Easter morning, open the oven and give everyone a cookie. Notice the cracked surface and take a bite.
The cookies are hollow! On the first Easter Jesus' followers were amazed to find the tomb open and empty.
Read Matthew 28:1–9.
He has risen!
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recipe – Rocky road
Ingredients
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

400g of milk chocolate
Handful of green sweets
Handful of small white marshmallows
1 bag of Maltesers (58.5g)
Handful of white chocolate buttons
Handful of dried cranberries
1 bag of small Easter eggs
12 glacé cherries
Pinch of cinnamon

Instructions
1. Break the bars of chocolate into pieces, add to a glass bowl and start to gently heat over a pan of boiling
water.
An adult can keep an eye on the chocolate while the children follow the next steps.
2. Add the green sweets to a mixing bowl to remind us of the green palms waved on Palm Sunday when Jesus
rode into Jerusalem.
3. Break the biscuits into small chunks to represent the bread that Jesus broke at the Last Supper, and cut the
glacé cherries in half to represent the red wine. Add the biscuits and cherries to the mixing bowl.
4. Add the dried cranberries to the mixing bowl to remind us of Jesus’ blood that was shed for us as he died on
the cross.
5. Add in the white chocolate buttons to show how Jesus’ death can make us pure and clean from sin.
6. Add the white marshmallows to the mixing bowl as a reminder of the linen that Jesus’ body was wrapped in,
and a pinch of cinnamon to represent the spices the women used.
7. Add the packet of Maltesers into the mixing bowl to represent the round stone rolled in front of the tomb.
8. When the chocolate has melted, remove it from the heat and add in all the dry ingredients, mixing well.
Pour the mixture into a lined baking tin.
9. Scatter the mini chocolate Easter eggs over the top of the Rocky Road, as a reminder that the stone was
rolled away and Jesus rose from the dead on Easter Sunday.
10. Place the Rocky Road in the fridge for a couple of hours to set, and then cut into slices.

/40acts

@40acts

Brought to you by:

19

craft – Easter garden
You will need
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Small flower pot
Small terracotta tray (or something shallow and round)
Small pebbles
Grass seed
One small bag of potting soil
Small sticks
One large rock (big enough to cover the top of the flower pot)
Glue
Card

Instructions
1. Put the small flower pot on its side in the middle of the tray – this will be the ‘tomb’.
2. Pack the potting soil around the sides, back and on top of the pot to create a small hill. Leave the opening
to the ‘tomb’ clear.
3. Add pebbles in front of the opening to the tomb.
4. Place the large rock in front of the opening so that it half covers it.
5. Sprinkle grass seed on the soil.
6. Make three crosses using the sticks and glue.
7. Place each cross into the hill behind the tomb.
8. Write on the card ‘He is not here, he is risen’, and glue it to the top of the middle cross, or place it among
the pebbles in front of the tomb.
9. Spray the soil lightly every day with a water bottle and gradually the new grass will grow – a reminder that
Jesus has risen and that there is new life for us all!
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acknowledgements
About Stewardship
We help people give. Since 1906 Stewardship has provided advice, guidance, inspiration and practical tools to
make it easy for people to give easily and tax effectively.
Stewardship giving accounts are currently used by over 25,000 people in the UK with more than £53 million
distributed to charitable causes from Stewardship accounts every year. Over 19,000 registered churches,
secular and Christian charities and full-time Christian workers are currently supported with Stewardship.
Stewardship is a charity that helps people to give. If you would like to find out more about how we can help
you to give then visit www.stewardship.org.uk/give or find us at www.facebook.com/stewardship or
www.twitter.com/stewardshipnews.

About Care for the Family
We believe that every family should have somewhere to turn for support in both the good times and when
family life is challenging.
Care for the Family is a registered charity and has been working to strengthen family life since 1988. Our aim
is to promote strong family relationships and to help those who face family difficulties. Working throughout the
UK and the Isle of Man, we provide parenting, relationship and bereavement support through our events,
resources, courses, training and volunteer networks. Our work is motivated by Christian compassion, and our
resources and support are available to everyone, of any faith or none.
To find out more visit www.careforthefamily.org.uk, find us at www.facebook.com/careforthefamily
or go to https://twitter.com/Care4theFamily.
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