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introduction 

Watch the ‘Global Village 100’ video.

Equipment needed: to be able to watch the short video below.

www.bing.com/videos/search?q=global+village+100+youtube&view=detail&mid= 

89a7c07130965009F5ba89a7c07130965009F5ba&ForM=VIre

the actual facts are on p.5 to refer back to.

LESSON PLAN YEAR 5 AND 6

DuRAtiON: 60 minutes 

thEmE: Generosity

KEY QuEStiON: how do some people try to live out the value of generosity and why?

SuccESS cRitERiA: to investigate how and why some people, especially Michael Faraday, 
try to live generously.

StEPS tO PROgRESS: 

• I can link and explain christian ideas about generosity as well as my own giving reasons 
(step 4).

• I can ask questions about things that are important to me and to other people and 
suggest answers which relate to my own and others’ lives (step 5).

• I can appreciate and appraise different views on generosity, as  
well as explain with my own thoughts, giving reasons (step 6 ).

LESSON PLAN OutLiNE:

• introduction    
Watch the ‘Global Village 100’  
video and partner talk    > 5 minutes

• main teaching section 
Presentation and discussion on the  
scientists Michael Faraday and tim berners-Lee  > 15 minutes

• Group activity 
reporting back, conclusions and presentations  > 15 minutes

• Group activity 
research project on the scientist and  
christian Michael Faraday      > 15 minutes

• Plenary 
at tables, a look at local issues and needs and a  
discussion about how the class/school could help/ 
volunteer/fundraise in some way    > 5 minutes

smsc (sPirituaL, 
moraL, sociaL and 

cuLturaL deveLoPment), 
fBv (fundamentaL British vaLues) 

and re Guidance – 
information and Links 
are at the end of this resource.
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Partner talk – What surprised you about this video? Where would those of us in this classroom be compared to the 

other ‘100’? do you consider yourself and your family ‘rich’? In the UK today, we sometimes take things for granted, 

like electricity and the Internet, forgetting that many people in our world still don’t have these things or even the 

basics such as shelter. We’re going to explore how some people believe things could be more fair and why.  

            (5 mins)

main teachinG section 

Equipment needed: battery-powered device like a torch; something that connects with the Internet – phone or 

iPad; photographs of Michael Faraday and tim berners-Lee (see below for links); handout sheet ‘the case for Mr 

Faraday’ (see p. x); and computers, if available, for more research.

show a battery-powered device (e.g. torch) and a device  which connects to the Internet (e.g. phone or iPad).

Do we know how they work or how to make them? No, but thanks to the generosity of two scientists, who shared their 

ideas, for free, we have the advantage of this technology. 

show a picture of Michael Faraday and tim berners-Lee (1955–present). Michael Faraday invented the electric 

motor and electromagnets; tim berners-Lee invented the World Wide Web. both of them are known for allowing 

people to use their ideas freely as well as for making a positive change in the world with their inventions.

title: Portrait of Michael Faraday (1791–1867) (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Portrait_

of_Michael_Faraday_(1791-1867)_Wellcome_M0002002.jpg) (1791-1867)on this page it says 

that this file comes from Wellcome Images, a website operated by Wellcome trust, a global 

charitable foundation based in the united Kingdom

this file is licensed under the creative commons attribution 4.0 International license. 

you are free: to share – to copy, distribute and transmit the work

title: Sir Tim arriving at the Guildhall to receive the Honorary Freedom of the City of London. 

author: british photographer  Paul clarke https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/tim_berners-Lee#/

media/File:sir_tim_berners-Lee_(cropped).jpg

this file is licensed under the creative commons attribution-share alike 4.0 International license. 

you are free: to share – to copy, distribute and transmit the work

Group discussion time:

I wonder what motivated them to be so generous with their inventions and ideas.

In table groups, pupils discuss what they think these two men have in common that inspired them to be generous. 

Jot ideas onto wipe boards; after three minutes, agree the best guess. Feed this back to the whole class. share that 

both Faraday’s and berners-Lee’s faith in God and understanding of the bible is one shared motivation. 

**now share learning objectives! 

christians believe that those of us that are well off have the responsibility to share what we’ve got. It says in the 

bible:

‘Tell those rich in this world’s wealth to quit being so full of themselves and so obsessed with money, which is here 

today and gone tomorrow. Tell them to go after God, who piles on all the riches we could ever manage – to do good, 

to be rich in helping others, to be extravagantly generous. If they do that, they’ll build a treasury that will last, gaining 

life that is truly life.’ 1 timothy 6:17–19 (the Message)      (10 mins)

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Portrait_of_Michael_Faraday_%281791-1867%29_Wellcome_M0002002.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Portrait_of_Michael_Faraday_%281791-1867%29_Wellcome_M0002002.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Tim_Berners-Lee%23/media/File:Sir_Tim_Berners-Lee_%28cropped%29.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Tim_Berners-Lee%23/media/File:Sir_Tim_Berners-Lee_%28cropped%29.jpg


40acts Together in Schools - Lesson Plans Yr 5-6

4

research project done in groups:

Pupils investigate the ‘case of Michael Faraday’ using the sheet provided (p. X) and other books or websites where 

possible. Pupils gather evidence as to the ways he was generous as well as his reasons. May want to highlight hoW 

in blue and Why in yellow; could record ideas via a working wall, or add ideas onto Post-its or an IWb. May need a 

mini-plenary to see what’s been discovered so far and consider where next/what else do we want to know.  

            (15 mins)

reporting back and conclusions:

using their research, pupils now apply their findings. choose one of the following:

• Imagine Faraday goes on your chat show. think of three questions you would ask and jot them down. swap 

with a partner and try to answer their questions as if you were Faraday. show links to at least three ideas 

recorded earlier. one of you will be the interviewer and one will be Faraday, if time swap around and build on 

the previous interview exchange. 

• Faraday kept a notebook to record what he was thinking about. Imagine you are writing the entry for the 

day he refuses the knighthood from the Queen. show links to at least three ideas recorded earlier. this could 

include sketches or drawings or doodles. share good work on a visualiser or take photos.    

                       (15-20 mins)

PLenarY 

Equipment needed: First news extracts or newsround (if available in your school), or relevant articles from national 

and local newspapers, which show where there might be a ‘need’ that could be met by the class or school.

Michael Faraday used his scientific talents and time to show generosity, following his Christian faith. On a scale of 

1–10 (10 is best), how much do you think he achieved this. Tell your talk partner why.

What current issue do you think we (as a class or as individuals) could address by being generous with our own talents 

and passions? Would our faith in God inspire us or something else? Share out the news articles to each table or watch 

the latest Newsround and begin to gather ideas for a project or campaign.

            (10 mins)
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If the world were 100 PeoPLe:

50 would be female

50 would be male 

25 would be children

there would be 75 adults,

9 of whom would be 65 and older

there would be:

60 asians

16 africans

14 people from the americas

10 europeans

31 christians

23 Muslims

15 hindus

7 buddhists

8 people who practise other religions

16 people who would not be aligned 
with a religion

12 would speak chinese

6 would speak spanish

5 would speak english

4 would speak hindi

3 would speak arabic

3 would speak bengali

3 would speak Portuguese

2 would speak russian

2 would speak Japanese

60 would speak other languages

86 would be able to read and write;  
14 would not 

7 would have a college degree

40 would have an Internet connection

78 people would have a place to 
shelter them from the wind and the 
rain, but  
22 would not 

1 would be dying of starvation

11 would be undernourished

22 would be overweight 

91 would have access to safe drinking 
water

9 people would have no clean, safe 
water to drink

(sources - http://www.100people.org/statistics_100stats.php?section=statistics, 2016)

GLoBaL viLLaGe 100 

http://www.100people.org/statistics_100stats.php%3Fsection%3Dstatistics%2C%202016
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the case of michaeL faradaY 

our ‘subject’ is Mr Michael Faraday and we go back 150 

years in time to meet him. he is famous for his science 

lectures at the royal society building, in which he 

demonstrates the power of electricity. People come to his 

lectures from far and wide to see the greatest wonders of 

this age – when Queen Victoria is still young. every day, 

they queue round the block to get in. he’s that good.

For one particular talk that he gives on electricity, Mr 

Faraday has created a massive wooden cage covered in 

wires. he sits in the middle and sends massive surges of 

electrical current through the wires, causing showers of 

sparks – but he emerges unharmed, because he knows 

how electrical insulators work and wants others to see 

it too. so our Mr Faraday is a bit of a showman. these 

lectures happen in the evenings. 

In the afternoons, he is in his laboratory, running 

experiments and making new discoveries. he sometimes 

does work for the army, helping them teach soldiers to 

handle gunpowder more safely. but early in the morning, 

he comes out from his house carrying a covered basket, 

walks off down the street, and returns at lunchtime 

from a different direction. Where was he going in the 

mornings?

It’s simple. every day, Monday to Friday, Faraday was out 

visiting local people who were elderly, or frail, or sick. In 

his basket he had some bread, cheese, fruit, cakes and 

other goodies to give as presents. and he did it without 

making a fuss. It was all done in his spare time.

here’s another thing – other scientists, when they make 

a discovery, claim it for themselves and register a patent, 

saying, ‘It’s my idea, and if you want to use it, you’ll 

have to pay me.’ Faraday didn’t do that. he was happy 

for others to use his discoveries to create new inventions. 

because Faraday was willing to share his discoveries 

for free, it meant other scientists were able to use his 

knowledge to create electrical batteries, motors, lights 

and a host of other inventions.

and when Faraday was asked to work on chemical 

weapons such as poison gas for a war with russia, he 

refused. he preferred to work on projects that saved lives 

– such as lighthouses guiding ships to safe harbour. 

Why was Faraday so generous with his time and his 

inventions? because not only was he a scientist, he was 

also a christian. Faraday believed that in his scientific 

research he was discovering the laws of the universe, 

which pointed to its creator, and he delighted in it: `for 

the book of nature, which we have to read is written by 

the finger of God’. 

despite being offered a knighthood for services to 

science, Faraday turned it down on religious grounds, 

believing that it was against the bible to get rich and 

receive worldly reward. he said that he preferred to 

remain ‘plain Mr Faraday to the end’. he twice refused 

to become President of the royal society.

as Faraday approached the end of his life he was asked 

what he thought would come next. he said, ‘I shall be 

with christ, and that is enough.’ For him, life was all an 

amazingly generous gift from God – and he was happy 

to share what he had been given with as many people 

as possible. he shared his knowledge with children and 

young people by starting the royal Institution christmas 

lectures, which are still going today and are shown on 

tV every year. 

Michael Faraday always tried to follow the way of Jesus, 

who said, ‘Freely you have received;

freely give’ (Matthew 10:8, nIV).

adapted from www.barnabasinschools.org.uk , brF 2017, please see  

http://www.barnabasinschools.org.uk/creativity-and-compassion-michael-faraday/    with permission   © brF 2017

Please see the following for background reading: http://silas.psfc.mit.edu/Faraday
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smsc and fBv Links: 

• ‘encourage students to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show initiative, and to 

understand how they can contribute positively to the lives of those living and working in the 

locality of the school and to society more widely’ (‘Promoting Fundamental british Values through 

sMsc’, dfe Guidance, 2014, see link: www.gov.uk/government/publications/promoting-fundamental-

british-values-through-smsc)

• ‘an acceptance that other people having different faiths or beliefs to oneself (or having none) should 

be accepted and tolerated, and should not be the cause of prejudicial or discriminatory behaviour’ (dfe 

Guidance, 2014, see link above)

• ‘use teaching resources from a wide variety of sources to help pupils understand a range of faiths’ (dfe 

Guidance, 2014, see link above)

re Guidance Link: 

• retell and suggest meanings to some religious and moral stories, recognising the traditions from which they 

come. (curriculum Framework for re in england, re council, 2013, see link: www.natre.org.uk/uploads/

Free%20resources/re_review_summary%20&%20curriculum%20Framework.pdf)

• Find out about questions of right and wrong and begin to express their ideas and opinions in response. (re 

council, 2013, see link above)

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/promoting-fundamental-british-values-through-smsc
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/promoting-fundamental-british-values-through-smsc
http://www.natre.org.uk/uploads/Free%2520Resources/RE_Review_Summary%2520%26%2520Curriculum%2520Framework.pdf
http://www.natre.org.uk/uploads/Free%2520Resources/RE_Review_Summary%2520%26%2520Curriculum%2520Framework.pdf

